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6th Grade Core Course Descriptions

Language Arts 6

English 6 & Reading 6 are combined into a 2-hour Language Arts block.
The curriculum for Grade 6 describes in general terms what students are expected to know and do throughout the year to become more adept language users. Sixth Grade Language Arts is designed to assist students to reflect and participate in classroom discussions. The students will understand differing points of view, distinguish between fact and opinion, and analyze the effectiveness of group communication skills. The student will read a variety of fiction and nonfiction works independently for appreciation and comprehension, including classical works. The students will plan, draft, revise and edit narratives, descriptions, and explanations with attention to composition and style, as well as sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. This course is designed for the

average student.

English 6A (Accelerated English)
This course is designed for the accelerated English student. It is a faster-paced study

that deals with numerous writing activities. 
This course may be taken only by a student who: 
1. has a yearly average of 93 or above in Language Arts in the 5th grade AND 

2. has a score of Advanced in the Reading or Language section of the Mississippi Curriculum Test administered in the 5th grade.
NOTE: Any student enrolled in this class with an average of 84 or less at the end of the first 9-weeks may be rescheduled to Language Arts 6 for the remainder of the school year.
Math 6

This course places emphasis on continuing the study of whole numbers, decimals, and fractions. Students will further their study of percents by applying this knowledge to everyday problems such as sales tax and discounts. Also included are concepts of geometry, data interpretation, algebra, measurement, and number theory. The sixth grade curriculum will incorporate the use of technology to assist students in problem solving decisions that relate to the world in which they live.

Math 6A
This course is a faster-paced study of the objectives for 6th grade mathematics.

This course may be taken only by a student who:

1. has a yearly average of 93 or above in math in the 5th grade, AND
2. has a score of Advanced in the Mathematics section of the Mississippi
               Curriculum Test administered in the 5th grade.
 NOTE: Any student enrolled in this class with an average of 84 or less at the end of the first 9-weeks may be rescheduled to Math 6 for the remainder of the school year.

Social Studies 6:  Western Hemisphere Studies

Using geography as a framework, the sixth grade course of study focuses on the cultural and historical developments in the Western Hemisphere with emphasis on the neighbors of the United States. The course content will be hemispheric concerns including current situations. The differing physical landscapes of the Western Hemisphere will be examined. Skill development will include, but is not limited to, the interpretation and application of maps, graphs, charts, political cartoons, primary documents, and other social studies tools. The avenues for these concepts are developed through the social studies strands. The social studies curriculum is designed to be taught in a developmental sequence. 

Integrated Science 6

The Integrated Science curriculum constructs thematic integrating concepts incorporating the perspectives of biology, chemistry, physics, and earth/space science. For example, electricity is normally studied in physics and physical science, but through Integrated Science, students explore the generation and conduction of electrical impulses in living organisms (biology), how the earth's electromagnetic field is generated and detected (geology/earth sciences), electro-chemistry (chemistry), and electron flow, positive and negative charges (physics/physical science). Through such integration, students can discover the connections between different disciplines. 

For each grade, four blocks each have a single, integrating concept revealing a central theme (and cover six weeks of material). For example, the fourth theme (and block) for all three grades is the environment. All blocks offer multiple cross-curricular opportunities. The curriculum is a three-year continuum moving from concrete aspects of the integrating concepts in the sixth grade to their more abstract aspects in the seventh and eighth grades. 

7th Grade Core Course Descriptions

Language Arts 7

English 7 and Reading 7 are combined into a 2-hour Language Arts Block

Seventh Grade Language Arts is designed to place emphasis on the continuing development of communication skills. Students will build on previous knowledge expanding the depth and scope of their abilities, purposes, and audiences. Particular attention is given to word choice, organization, style, grammar, and spelling in the context of meaningful activities.

 This course is required for all 7th grade students who do not qualify for Written Communication 7.
Written Communication 7 (Accelerated English)

This course is a faster-paced study that deals with extensive writing exercises.

This course is designed for the accelerated English student.  This course may

only be taken by a student:

1) with a yearly average of 93 or above in Language Arts 6 or Language Arts 6A, AND
2) a score of  Advanced in the Reading or Language section of the Mississippi Curriculum Test administered in the 6th grade. 
NOTE 1: This is a one-hour course and students qualifying to take this course may choose TWO electives. 
NOTE 2: Any student enrolled in this class with an average of 84 or less at the end of the first 9-weeks may be rescheduled to Language Arts 7 for the remainder of the school year & will have to give up one of their electives.

Math 7

The Seventh Grade mathematics curriculum features an in-depth, integrated preparation for algebra and geometry. Concepts include basic operations with fractions, decimals, number theory, measurement, data interpretation, geometry, integers, algebraic concepts, and percents. A variety of problem-solving techniques, real-world applications, and technology will be used when applying these concepts. This course is designed to prepare students for eighth grade mathematics or Pre-Algebra.

This course is required for all 7th grade students who do not qualify for Pre-Algebra 7.
Pre-Algebra 7

This course is to serve as a bridge between elementary mathematics and Algebra. Concepts include algebraic expressions, linear equations, polynomials, factoring, inequalities, geometry, statistics, and graphing.   This course may be taken only by students who:

1) have a yearly average of 93 or above in Math 6 or Math 6A AND
2) have a score of Advanced in the Mathematics section of the Mississippi
            Curriculum Test administered in the 6th grade. 
NOTE: Any student enrolled in this class with an average of 84 or less at the end of the first 9-weeks may be rescheduled to Math 7 for the remainder of the school year.

Social Studies 7: Eastern Hemisphere Studies to 1750

Using geography as a framework, the seventh grade course of study focuses on the cultural and historical developments in the Eastern Hemisphere with emphasis on Asia, Africa, Europe, Australia, and the Islands of the Pacific. The course content is structured to provide a foundation for understanding global affairs and focuses on the development of the Eastern Hemisphere to 1750. The differing physical landscapes of the Eastern Hemisphere are examined. Skill development includes, but is not limited to, the interpretation and application of maps, graphs, charts, political cartoons, primary documents, and other social studies tools.

Integrated Science 7

The Integrated Science curriculum constructs thematic integrating concepts incorporating the perspectives of biology, chemistry, physics, and earth/space science. For example, electricity is normally studied in physics and physical science, but through Integrated Science, students explore the generation and conduction of electrical impulses in living organisms (biology), how the earth's electromagnetic field is generated and detected (geology/earth sciences), electro-chemistry (chemistry), and electron flow, positive and negative charges (physics/physical science). Through such integration, students can discover the connections between different disciplines. 

For each grade, four blocks each have a single, integrating concept revealing a central theme (and cover six weeks of material). For example, the fourth theme (and block) for all three grades is the environment. All blocks offer multiple cross-curricular opportunities. The curriculum is a three-year continuum moving from concrete aspects of the integrating concepts in the sixth grade to their more abstract aspects in the seventh and eighth grades. 

Career Discovery 7

This Tech Prep course is required for all 7th grade students.   It deals with an 

exploration of the major career clusters and helps the student begin to think 

about a future career choice.

8th Grade Core Course Descriptions

Language Arts 8

English 8 and Reading 8 are combined into a 2-hour Language Arts Block

Eighth Grade Language Arts is designed to involve the student in applying reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing skills in an independent manner through meaningful interdisciplinary tasks. Students will continue to develop an appreciation for literature through the study of literary elements in classic and contemporary selections. Emphasis is placed on moving from the literal to the abstract in the students’ critical thinking skills and in the use of language. The student will become a skillful interpreter of the persuasive strategies used in the mass media. Refinement in grammar and spelling skills will be demonstrated in written composition, word choice, organization, and style.

This course is required for all 8th grade students who do not qualify for Written Communication 8.
Written Communication 8 (Accelerated English)

This course is a faster-paced study that deals with extensive writing skills.

 This course may be taken only by a student:

1) with a yearly average of 93 or above in Language Arts 7 or Written Communication 7 AND
2) a score of  Advanced in the Reading or Language Section of the Mississippi Curriculum Test administered in the 7th grade.
 NOTE 1: This is a one-hour course and students qualifying to take this course may choose TWO electives.
 NOTE 2: Any student enrolled in this class with an average of 84 or less at the end of the first 9-weeks may be rescheduled to Language Arts 8 for the remainder of the school year and will have to give up one of their electives.

Pre-Algebra 8

This course is to serve as a bridge between elementary mathematics and Algebra. Concepts include algebraic expressions, linear equations, polynomials, factoring, inequalities, geometry, statistics, and graphing.

This is a required course for all 8th grade students who do not qualify for Algebra I or Transition to Algebra.  
NOTE: The successful completion of this course will earn a student one Carnegie unit toward high school graduation.

Transition to Algebra

This course is intended to be a bridge between the concrete concepts of Pre-Algebra and the abstract concepts of Algebra I and Geometry.  This course will be activity-based, allowing students to explore and investigate algebraic and geometric concepts to build a stronger foundation of basic skills.  
This course is designed for those students who have completed Pre-Algebra and desire an alternative before taking Algebra I.  This course may be taken only by students with a yearly average of 92 or less in Pre-Algebra 7. 
NOTE:  Successful completion of this course will earn a student one Carnegie unit toward high school graduation.
Algebra I

This course will provide opportunities for students to develop and communicate an understanding of algebraic representation as a prerequisite to all higher mathematics courses. Concepts covered in this course include real numbers and their properties, functions, algebraic expressions, linear equations and inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, graphing polynomials, formulas, slope, data analysis and probability. The use of graphing calculators will be an integral part of this course. This course is designed to prepare students for Geometry and/or Algebra II. 

This course may be taken only by students with:

           1)  a yearly average of 93 or above in Pre-Algebra 7 AND

2) a score of Advanced on the Mathematics section of the Mississippi Curriculum Test administered in the 7th grade. 

NOTE:  Successful completion of this course will earn a student one Carnegie unit toward high school graduation.
Social Studies 8:  United States History to 1877

This course focuses on the development of the United States from Pre-Columbian time

to Reconstruction.  Examining the events involving Native Americans and various European settlers, students will understand origins of political ideas which led to the development of our democratic society. Students will discover how conflicts over political and economic ideologies marked the course of United States history through the Reconstruction period.

Integrated Science 8

The Integrated Science curriculum constructs thematic integrating concepts incorporating the perspectives of biology, chemistry, physics, and earth/space science. For example, electricity is normally studied in physics and physical science, but through Integrated Science, students explore the generation and conduction of electrical impulses in living organisms (biology), how the earth's electromagnetic field is generated and detected (geology/earth sciences), electro-chemistry (chemistry), and electron flow, positive and negative charges (physics/physical science). Through such integration, students can discover the connections between different disciplines. 

For each grade, four blocks each have a single, integrating concept revealing a central theme (and cover six weeks of material). For example, the fourth theme (and block) for all three grades is the environment. All blocks offer multiple cross-curricular opportunities. The curriculum is a three-year continuum moving from concrete aspects of the integrating concepts in the sixth grade to their more abstract aspects in the seventh and eighth grades. 

Computer Discovery

This Tech Prep course is required for all 8th grade students.  This course

prepares the student to operate and utilize the computer.

NOTE:  The successful completion of this course will earn a student one Carnegie

unit toward high school graduation.

Elective Courses

Middle School Chorus

Students wishing to participate in the chorus must audition.  The choral director will

notify the students as to the date of the auditions.   Students participating in the chorus

will be required to perform in several programs. 
Middle School Art

Since this course is offered only three periods of the day, a student may take

art only once during his/her time at NCMS.   

Middle School Band

Band 6

This is course is designed for the beginner band student. After the student

has been accepted into the band program, the parent will need to talk with the

band director about the purchasing of an instrument.  
NCMS Band

This is course is designed for the 7th and 8th grade band students.

Middle School TAG (Talented and Gifted Program)

A student must be tested and placed in order to participate in this program.  Those

students participating in this program will attend TAG class for one period each day.
Middle School Health Education

Middle School Cheerleader

In order to participate on the cheerleading squad, one must be selected during tryouts.

Middle School Physical Education                             

PE Girls 6, PE Girls 7, PE Girls 8
PE Boys 6, PE Boys 7, PE Boys 8

Middle School Athletics

The following classes are organized sports:

Football 7, Football 8, Football 9                                               

Girls’ Basketball 7, Girls’ Basketball 8, Girls’ Softball

Boys Basketball 7, Boys Basketball 8

Baseball 7, Baseball 8

